Re o Lp "Fm 
_ —— r 
FE" nd 


* — Rc 


4 Stedfaſ Aﬀedtin to FY Proteſtant N 
Religion, and the Happy Govern- 
ment of His Majeſty King GEORGE, 


in Oppoſition to the wicked Defy ns 0f| 
the — Rebellion. : / 


Reems. in a 


8 E RM 0 N 


Preach'd at Liverpool, 


In the County Palatine of e 
The 11th Day of January, 1715. 


At the Opening of the Special Commiſſion 
of Oyer and Terminer, and General Goal 
Delivery for 'Tryal of the Rebels raken 
at the late Action at Preſton. 


Publiſhed at the repeated Deſire of Tomas "Coal 
Eſq; High Sheriff, and the Gentlemen of the Grand 
Jury; as alſo, at the Requeſt of WILLIAM Squires, | 
Eſq; Mayor of Liverpool, and many other Gen- 
tlemen then preſent. , 


By SAMUEL PEPLOE, M.A. | 
And Vicar of Prefton 1 in Lancaſbire. 


LONDO N, 
Printed for W. TarYLok at the Ship in Pater- 
noſter-Row- Np Price 1 ” 
F 1 


* 
. A - 


(3) 


— 


* 
— a. * * 
K - * 


KINGS XVIII 21. 


— n ! ong halt ye between two Opi- 
nions? If the Lord be God, follow him: 
but if Baal, then follow bim. 


* HE Natural Ignorance and great De- 
generacy of Mankind, has always re- 
quir'd ſome kind of Revelation of true 

> Religion, in order to the right wor- 


ſhipping of God: and God has not been want- 
ing, from time to time, to let Men know how 


he would be worſhip'd by them. Not to look 


any farther backward than the Law of Moſes, it 
pleas'd him at that time to make a very clear 
Diſcovery of himſelf, and the acceptable man- 

ner of ſerving him, to the Children of [/rae! : 
Which Service was to continue till the Meſſiah 
ſhowd come, who was ſhadow'd forth by the 
external Parts of the Mcſaick Worſhip, and was 


to introduce a Religion of a better, and more 


perfect Nature. 1 
Alter ſome time, his Religion preſcrib'd to 

the Iſraelites, was ſadly corrupted by Idolatry; 
inſomuch that Ten of the Twelve Tribes de- 
parted from the Worſhip of God at Jeruſalem ; 


and ſet up the Calves of Bethel and Dan, by | | 


— 


which they pretended to worſhip him. 
„„ 
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This Abomination was begun by the Revolt 
of Jeroboam from the Houſe of David; and was 
continu'd in a Race of Idolatrous Princes, which 
at laſt provok'd God to ſuffer them to be car- 
ried into Captivity ; as appears by the Sequence 
of this Hiſtory of thoſe Kings. In the time of 
Ahab, one of thoſe Idolatrous Princes, the Pro- 
er Elijah was ſent to warn the Hraelites of their 
Wickedneſs, and to execute the Juſtice of God 
on thoſe vile Prieſts, who had ſo long ſeduced 
that unhappy People. The Sin of theſe Men 
was not in diſayowing the true God ; but in 
Joining the Worſhip of Idols with him. They 


would worſhip Baal as well as God; and reſolv'd 


to tranſmit their Service to God by theſe Calves 
which they had ſet up of their own heads. 


This was ſo highly provoking to him, who is 


a God of Jealouſie, that he determin'd to teſtifie 


his Diſpleaſure againſt it. He would not ad- 


mit ſuch a lame and fluctuating Profeſſion as 


they made, in joyning the Heathen Idols with 
himſelf; whoſe Altars he had commanded to be 
deſtroy'd, and their Worſhip to be for ever ba- 

niſh'd from among his People. Hence it was 


that the Prophet expoſtulated with them in this 
ee way of Speaking; How long halt ye 
between two Opinions ? i. e. between two Objects 
of Worſhip, of fo contrary Nature; the one bo- 
ing the True God, the only Lord of Heaven 
and Earth, and your God by Covenant and pe- 
- ebuliar Relation, ro whom all Divine Homage is 
due: The other a Phenician Idol, which deſerves 
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It may here be obſerved, that the Prophet 
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your Abhorrence, inſtead of adopting it into a 
{hare of religious Worſhip, as you have done. 
This was holding Contradictions in Religion 


and therefore they were bid to abandon the one 


or the other, and to adhere either to God, or to 


does not ſo propoſe the Alternative, as that the 
People were left to their Liberty, to chooſe 
which of theſe they would ſerve, or that the 

mightlawfully worſhip one as well as the other; 


for uon ſuadet Elias aliquid impium; but it is ſpo- 


ken to convince them of their egregious Folly, 


in paying any Devotion to one who cou*d make 


no proof of his having the leaſt Right to it. 
But how groundlets and unreaſonable ſoever 
this was, it ſtill met with too favourable a Re- 
ception. Neither the expreſs Laws of God a- 
gainſt it, nor the remarkable Rebukes he gave 
it, were able to recall that unhappy People from 
this Sin, till a final Deſtruction came upon them. 
And ſince the Coming of the Bleſſed Jeſus in- 


to the World, the true Worſhip of God has 


been no leſs corrupted than it was before. Tho? 
he came to bring Life and Immortality to light by 


the Goſpel, and has taught us that God is a Spi- 


rit, and will therefore be worſbip'd in Spirit and 
in Truth; yet has Tdolatry crept into the Chri- 


ian Church, and its Intereſt has been eſpous d 
with an equal Zeal at leaſt, with that of God's 


— 


Anti: 


. 6 A Sermon Preach d at Liverpool, 


Antichriſt begun to act his Part betimes, 


and ſome Men have long call'd themſelves 


Chriſtians, and make great boaſting of the Ca- 
tholick Faith, while they have been practiſing 
as ſhameful Idolatry, as has been ever commit- 


ted by thoſe, who are ſaid to be without God in 


the World. LY”, 
Nor are there wanting others, who are too 


viſibly aſſiſting that deteſtable Cauſe, and un- 


der a diſguis'd Zeal for a Reformed Church, are 


by the worſt of Means endeavouring to intro- 

duce the worſt Religion, and all the deplorable 
Miſeries which attend it. From hence I may 
juſtly take up the Prophet's Words in the Text, 


and iay to many in the World, and to too ma- 
ny among us of this Nation, How lang halt ye 
between two Opinions? & c. | | 

By enlarging on this Scripture I will, Firſt, 
Conſider the great Sin and Inconſiſtency of ſuch 
a Practice about Religion as the Text repreſents 
to us: Then take Notice of ſome Inftances and 


Examples of ſuch a Behaviour: And in the 


Cloſe of theſe, I {hall confider what is neceſſary 
to cure that Evil which has too much infected 
this Kingdom, and ſhall propoſe ſomething, 
which by the Bleſſing of God, may prevent its 
having a fatal Influence upon us. 15 
We never can ſet too great an Eſtimate on 


Divine Truths; eſpecially on ſuch as relate te 
the immediate Worſhip of Almighty God. And 


God has ſo guarded thoſe ſacred Verities, by 


ſtamping his own Authority upon them, by re- 


commending 
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on the Tryal of the Rebels. 7 
commending them to our ſpecial Care and Love, 
by threatning us if we reje& or injure them, 
and by aſſuring us of moſt great and genetous 
Rewards if we adhere to them, that it is an A 
amazing Conſideration, Men ſhould ever dare 1 
either to deny or to adulterate thoſe Verities | 
SGSod is Truth it ſelf. The Holy Jeſus has de- | 
ſerib'd himſelf by that Character, calling him- = 
ſelf, The Truth, i. e. one Who came to teach us | 
the true Religion, which is able to make us | 
wWoeiſe unto Salvation. Now Chriſtianity is the 
Zaum of thoſe Truths which we are obliged to 
treat with all poſſible Reſpect ; to prefer them 
above all the World, and as much as in us lies 
to ſuffer nothing to detract from their Worth, 
nor hinder their happy Influence: on our ſelves, 
and all other Men. 5 
The Doctrines of the Goſpel proceed from 
„ God, as our great Lord and Law-giver. Our 
Saviour, as the Prophet of his Church, has deli- 
ver'd his Father's Will to us; and our Salvation 
depends on the hearty Belief of his Revelation, 
and an Obedience conformable to it. We are 
oblig'd by the Tenor of Chriſtianity to make | 
an unfeigned Profeſſion of that holy Religion, | 
and with all due care to maintain the Honour | 
and Reputatien of it. And we never can con- E 
ſult the Glory and Credit of our Sa viour's holy 1” 
Inſtitution, unleſs we do our part to preſerve 
the Purity and Simplicity thereof. It is not e- 
, nNough that we call our ſelves Chriſtians, unleſs 
we retain true Chriſtianity, and carefully reje& 
= eve- 
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8 A Sermon Preach d at Liverpool, 
every falſe Principle and PraQtice, which muſt 
needs be contrary to the Nature of it. "1 
That nothing ſhould be held as an Article 
of Faith, nor any Thing done as a part of Re. 
ligious Worſhip, which is not agreeable to the 
Goſpel of the Son of God, is out of queſtion 
with all ſuch as are perſuaded, that Religion 
muſt be deriv'd from God, and not from the 
Contrivances of Men. Men have nothing to 
do to make DoQtrines, nor to multiply Objects 
of Divine Worſhip. God only is to be wor- 
ſhip'd, and no Application is acceptable to him, 
but by the one only Mediator between God and 
Man, the Man Chriſt Jeſus. This is what we 
may truly call the great Law of Chriſtianity, 
and ſhould be engraven on every Man's Heart, 
who owns himſelf to be a Chriſtian. If we 
underſtand, and truly value our Religion, we 
ſhall never deviate from it, nor give any Encou- 
ragement to the Violation of ir. To deny or 
corrupt the Chriftian Religion, is in Effect to 
deny God himſelf, and to caſt the higheſt Diſ- 
grace on his Wiſdom and Veracity ; becauſe, 
by that, we make no Difference between Truth 
and Falſhood, and render the Father of Lies 
equal to him, who is eſſentially true, and can- 
not pofſibly. deceive his Creatures. | 
And ſo heinous is ſuch a Procedure, that we 
find repeated Inſtances of God's Deteſtation of 
it. It was call'd a for/aking of the Lord their 
God, when the 1/raelires fell into it. Righteouſ- 
meſs and Unrighteouſneſs, Light and — 555 
| | 71 


on ihe Tryal of the Rebels. 9 
Chriſt and Belial, can have no Fellowſhip, Commu- 
nion, nor Concord. Idolatry is a Sin of the moſt 
crying Nature; nothing ſo much diſhonours 
God, nor pollutes us. The Chriſtian Religion 
is deſcrib'd by St. Paul, to be a Means of turning 
Men from Idols unto God, No one therefore 
can more directly atfront the Author of that In- 
ſtitution, nor oppugn the very Eſſence of Chriſt's 
Religion, than they, who defile its original Pu- 
rity, and are willing to admit Opinions and 
Ways of Worſhip into the Chriſtian Church, 
Which are never to be reconciled to the Nature 


of the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Who they are that may be juſtly charg'd 
with the Guilt of ſuch corrupt Innovations, ei- 
ther by directly holding them, or by purſuing 
ſuch Meaſures as naturally tend to promote and 
eſtabliſh them, is the thing I ſhall next take 
ſome Notice of. 2 
We have the moſt figrant Inſtance of this na- 
ture in the Church of Rome, where there is ſuch 
aMixture of Truth and Falſhood in points of 
Faith, and ſuch a Medly in the Parts of their 
Worſhip, as is no where elſe to be found among 
Chriſtians. They do indeed profeſs a mighty 
Veneration for the Chriſtian Religion, and plead 
to be the only Patrons of it: But it is certain 
that that Pretence is a groundleſs one; they 
having introduc'd ſuch Doctrines and Practices 
into the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, as are the 
greateſt Shame and Reproach to it. They hold 
the Catholick Faith in — but then — 
* ve 
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have added a new, and therefore a corrupt 
Faith of their own deviſing, to it. They ac- 
knowledge Jeſus Chriſt to be a Saviour and 
Mediator; but then it is evident that they de- 
cline the Merits of his Paſſion, and the Efficacy 
of his Interceſſion, by advancing their own 


| Merits, and by their Application to other Me- 


diators. iD 3 
Chriſt died once for us, and he dies no more. 
By one Offering he has for ever w them that 
are ſanctiſied: But this All-ſuticient Sacrifice 
of our Saviour, is manifeſtly ſubverted by their 
daily offering him, as they expreſly declare they 
do, for the Sins of the World. Is not this to 
ſay, they have Faith in Chriſt's dying once for 
the Sins of Mankind, and to deny the Merits 
of that Death at the ſame Time ? 
And in Conſequence of this pretended Re- 
petition of rhe Oblation of Chriſt, it is, that 
they adore the Hoſt. They pay Divine Wor- 


| ſhip to it as God: *Tis the Doctrine of their | 


Church, that the whole and entire Perſon of 
Chriſt, is under the Shape of a conſecrated Wa- 
fer, and the deluded People have the Confidence 
to believe it. By this Means eſpecially it is, 


that they have incorporated Idolatry with Chri- 


ſtianity; and whilſt they would be thought to 
be pay ing their higheſt Devotion to God our Sa- 


viour, they give Divine Worſhip to that which 


in its Nature, is certainly no more than a Crea- 
ture. I ſay nothing here of their Images and 
Relicks, their Shrines and Pilgrimages, * = 
. EE; | . EE Ole 
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thoſe direct Addreſſes which they make to what 
they themſelves cannot deny to be no Gods. 
Theſe with many other Parts of their Religion, 
are more agreeable to the Genius of Heathe- 
niſm, than to the Nature of our Saviour's Infti- 
tution. t Lens 
It is not enough for theſe Men to tell us, that 
they believe in God, rely upon our Saviour, 
and profeſs all the Doctrines of his Religion. 
The Ifraclites, whoſe Sin is here pointed at, did 
own the true God, and pretended to worſhip 
him aright. For, did not Jehu, who departed 
not from the Siu of Jeroboam, ſpeak of his Zeal 
for the Lord? Nor was it the Purpoſe of Jero- 
boam, when he ſet up the Calves, to make thoſe 
Tribes which follow'd him, to forſake utterly 


the true God; but to wean them from the 


Place of his Worſhip. And it is plain, that the 
Worſhip of the true God was preſerv'd in the. 
Ten Tribes, after their Captivity. For when 
the Samaritans deſired to be informed of the 
| Worſhip of the God of I/rael, they ſent into 
the Land of their Captivity, for a Prieſt to in- 
ſtruct them; and it is recorded, that one of the 
Prieſts who was carried away from Samaria, came 
and dwelt in Bethel, and taught them how they ſbould 

fear the Lord, 2 Kings 17. 28. From this Paſ- 
ſage it is obſervable, that in Bethel it ſelf, a 
Place famous for the Worſhip of the Calves, 
there was ſtill a Worſhip paid to the true God. 

They did not reject God, nor deny their Obliga- 
tions to ſerve him; but they offended in deviſing 
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and ſetting up unlawful Means of conveyiag 
their Worſhip to him. 

And this is the Caſe of the Chak of Rowe 
Theirs and that of the Ten Tribes are parallel. 

Thoſe Tribes worſhip'd the true God in a falſe; 
Manner, and fo Go they under our preſent Con- 
ſideration. 

But is it the papiſts only chat we can ſay are 
chargeable with this halting between two Opt- 
nions? lwiſh we could. 2 for the Ho- 
nour of the Reform'd Religion, and for the Sake 
of our eltabliſh?d Church in particular. It is to 


be lamented, that ever ſince our bleſſed Refor- 


mation from the groſs Errors of Popery, there 
have been Mez of corrupt Minds, who have en- 
dea vour'd to bring us again under that heavy 
Yoke, For the Romaniſts to attempt this, can 
be no wonder; they act like what they are, a- 
greeably to their own Principles, and that En- 
mity which a Papiſt, as ſuch, muſt always beat 
to our Religion. But that any who call them- 
ſelves Proteſtants, and Members of our Church, 
| ſhould intend this Miſchief to us, and engage 
in the moſt baſe. Means to bring it upon us, 1s 
very unaccountable. But ſo it is; monſtraus 
Wickedneſs and Folly! Some our of Delign, 
and too many. who bliadly follow the Conduct 
of ſuch Men, have oft brought us into immi- 
nent Danger. e 

It is too notorious to be conceal'd, that bold 
Attempts have been made of late to defile the 


Fun ity and incorrupt State of our Holy Religi: 
Oh 
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on, and that this has been done under the Co- 
lour of Zeal for our Excellent Church. And 
verily, what has been deſtructive of her Do- 
Krines, of her Charity, and legal Eſtabliſh» 
ment, has been advanc'd under her ſacred Um- 
brage ; and could never (I am perſwaded) have 

found Reception with many of its profefsd 
Members, but by the artful Deluſion of thoſe 
that told them it was her Senſe, and that they 
Who taught it, were her only genuine Sons. 
What has been done to this Purpoſe, has been by 
promoting, very induſtriouſly, both Religious 
and Political Principles, which evidently tend 
to defile our Holy Faith, and undermine that 
Security which it yet has by the Laws of our 
Country. Y > 117 209 
Of the firſt Sort, there have been ſeveral 
Doctrines plainly aſſerted by ſome, and inſinu- 
ated by others. Such are, a real Sacrifice in the 
Sacrament of our Lord's Supper, ſecret Confeſſion 
of Sins to a Prieſt, the Neceſſity of particular 
or perſonal Abſolution; making the Encloſure 
of the Church of Chriſt ſo ſtrait, that no Pro- 
teſtant Churches abroad, nor the moſt peacea- 
ble and ſerious of the Diſſenters among our ſelves, 
can be Members; of that Society. And to 
compleat theſe, and other ſuch Romiſb Tenets, 
the Independency of the Church upon the Stare; 
has been adyanc'd with much Art and Applica- 
tion. Which laſt is a Principle fo directly con- 
trary to the Original and Method of the Refor- 
mation in this Kingdom (and for which we = 
8G: | | S* 
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ſet a juſt Value upon it) that it's very odd to 
find Men, eſpecially of diſtinguiſh'd Character, 


and who pretend to be zealous Aſſerters of this 


Church, ro fall in with it. 

And if we look a little into the Nature and 
Management of ſome Poſitions relating to Ci- 
vil Authority, the Tendency of them will be 


found to be the ſame with the other. An in- 


herent Birth -· right to Government, the unbound- 
ed Prerogative of the Crown, and the uncon- 
ditional Obedience of the Subject, with many 


more Aſſertions of like Nature, have been pro- 
pagated with the utmoſt Induſtry. We may 
very truly affirm of ſuch State Maxims as theſe 


are, thatif they muſt be eſpous'd, and are to be 
put in execution, they'll turn all the Govern- 


ments in the World upſide down, and diſpoſſeſs 


every preſent: Perſon in Power. And ſure we 


are, they muſt deſtroy the preſent happy Set- 
tlement of the Britiſh Crown, by bringing us 
under a Popiſh Government, and ſubjecting us 


to all the Miſeries which accompany an Arbt- 
trary Power that is influenc'd by the Romiſh 
Religion. „ | 8 

And do not the Actions of ſome Men in this 


Kingdom ſufficiently explain theſe Principles 


now mention d? Does not the preſent Rebelli- 
on tell us, what they have been pregnant with? 


Tho many have been long endeavouring to ſhut 1 
our Eyes, and perſuade us we drew Concluſi- 


ons from ſuch Premiſes, as would not allow- 


them. Bur Time and theſe Mens Attions have 


aw 
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Church, and be promoting an Intereſt directly 


©* av the Te 
now ſet things in their true Light. The Aus 
thors and Abettors of this unnatural Diſturbance, 


are either Men of abandon'd Conſciences, or 


ſuch as have always oppos'd the Proteſtant Suc- 
ce ſſion, or elſe are profeſt Papiſts. And are 
theſe the Men that would be thought to be the 


Patriots of our Country? Muſt theſe be the 
Perſons to reſtore us to a better State than we 
are in? And is there no other way to effect this, 
but by proclaiming the Right of one who pre- 


tends to the Crown, and is indeed of a diſputed 


Family, but without all peradventure, of the 
Popiſh Religion, and train'd up in all the Bi- 


gottry, and fill'd with the bitter Reſentments 


of it. One would think, we are much happier 
as we be, and that all who call themſelves 
Church- men, ſhould be well content to live 


under the preſent happy Government, rather 
than to have a hand in ſuch a Change, as muſt 
draw down inevitable Ruin on our Religion 
and Country, and that to all Poſterit 7. 
' 1 would hope that all well meaning People, 


however artfully impos'd::upon-by thoſe who lie 
in wait to deceive, will henceforward ſee with 


their own Eyes, and will need no more to be 


told, what ſome Men have been labouring, firſt 


by Deceit and Hypocriſie, and now by Force 


of Arms, to bring upon us. As for thoſe who 
wioill till turn back to their own Wicked- 


neſs, ſwear to the Government, and yet 
be ſecretly undermining it, talk loud for the 


per» 
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16 A Sermon Preach'd at Liverpool, | 
- pernicious to it, we will pray that God would 
give them Repentance and berter Minds ; and 
hope that the ineſtimable Bleſſings, both ſpiri- 
tual and civil, we enjoy, will be continued to 
us, let who will either ſecretly or openly act a- 
gainſt them. While the Biſhop of Rome has 
Diſciples among us, we muſt expect Deſigns a- 
gainſt our Religion and Liberties: and with- 
out all doubt, tis our Wiſdom and Intereſt to 
_ obſerve. their Motions with all poſſible Care 
and Vigilance. Their ſeparate Strength indeed 
15 not very formidable, but by their reitleſs Ap- 
plication, and the Influence of their Eſtates, in 
dh and a few other Countries, they are ca- 
N ble of diſturbing the publick Peace, as we find 
| by the late Inſurrection; which by a kind over. 
| ruling: Providence, will, we hope, be a means 
| to promote the Quiet and Stability of the King- 
j dum for the future. God can bring Good our 
| 
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of Evil.: And it is not unreaſonable to think, 
that our Enemies Attempt upon us, may termi- 
vate in their own Ruin; and thereby advance 
the Safety and Proſperity of the preſent Govern- 
ment, The Nation ſeems now to have an Op- 
ö portunity of putting it out of the Power of our 
a Enemies, ſo much as to threaten us with Danger 
ie me. 1 
; What is further neceſſary to put us into a 
ſecure and flouriſhing State, is what I would 
fay ſomething to. JT OT TENT ets 
And here the preſent Occaſion leads me to 


v 
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_ obſerve, that it is neceſſary thut Juſtice ſhould 


be 
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be Oy to the preſent Rebellion. 1 0 not 
mean that the Law ſhould- be ſtrainꝰd in the 
Proſecution of Offenders, Wich no Man has 
the leaſt rea ſon to fear, under the mild and gen- 
« tle Goverriment of our Prince ; but that it may 
have a due Courſe againſt thoſe, who have fo 
Juttly incur'd the Notice of it. If an injur'd 
Trine and Nation can ever have reaſon to ex- 
preſs their Abhorrence of the vileſt and Wot 
groundleſs Rebellion, it 15'now. 
Every thing is beautiful in its Seaſon am 
al 20 "ord 18 nothing more becomiiig Maje- 
and the Adminiſtfation of the Law, than 
wc vindicate the Welfare of, a Natiohapainſt 
ſuch Men as "dre never to be won by Candor, 
and good Nature: bur the more gently they 
— ure, the more inſolently tl they aft again 
— — Tranquillity. DU ung 
is ſelf. evident that many who call the- 
Jelves Proteſtanits, have broke thro” all the ſa- 
cred Ties of Religion and Conſcience, of Oaths 
and Sacraments, to gain their Ends upon us. 
And ſhall they u- Shall they eſcape 
Who do ſuch things? or, Thall they break Co- 
venant, and be deliver'd? No verily. Such 
Perſons are fit for no Society, ' becauſe nothing 
kan oblige them to be true to the Intereſt of it. 
Even their beloved Idol can have no Security 
from them; and no Cauſe but what is deſpe- 
rate and wicked, would ever expect to be ſup⸗ U 


poreedby ſuch Men. 


- 
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How far Favour or Impunity to ſuch Perſags 
may affect the Peace and Felicity of this 


aligion is ſuch, that it muſt be ſuperior 
to all Bonds of Gratitude; and the ſame Liber- 
ty they have had, will ſoon make them the 
ſame Men. The Prieſts of that Church have 
been more than double the Number of the le- 
gal Clergy, in many Parts of this Country. The 
Papiſts have gone as openly to Maſs, as we have 


. 
" 


done to our Churches. And what has the 


Fruit of this Connivance been, but their inſult- 
ing the Government, and all true Friends to it, 
and are now violently for wreſting the Power 
out of its hands. The truth is, the Liberty 


they have had has been dangerous to us, and is 


now. like to prove fatal to themſelves; hecauſe 
they would not, nor ever can tell how to bear 
Proſperity. It has been the Relaxation of the 


Wh bs ! 7 i | - Law | 


King- 
dom, deſerves to. be conſider'd; and e ſpecially 
_ becauſe we cannot be, ignorant how far Jeſui- 
. tical Evaſions of Oaths, and other Obligations 
to the Government, have of late been in Repu- 
tation among us. And as for thoſe who are of 
the Romiſn Communion, and are found in 
Arms againſt our Country, or are aiding and 
aſſiſting the open Piſturbers of it, have they not 
made gn ill Return for the Quiet then bave enjoy d: 
As the Right Reverend Fathers of our Gh 
ſpeak, in their ſeaſonable Declaration againſt 
--And will ſuch Men come to a better Tem- 
ber Ee pitiful Treatment of them? No | their 
Werres 


uurch 


* 


1 i 0 2 — 
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. 
. 
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Law by ſubordinate Magiſtrates, which has 


given too much Encouragement to the daring 
Attempt of theſe Men of all Denominations. 


Had ſome of them but met with due Puniſh- 


ment at the beginning of the Riots and Tu- 


mults in this County, it had in all probability: 


put a ſtop ro that Rebellious Spirit which from 


that time grew faſt among us; and at laft 
brake forth with too much reaſon to expect a 
dangerous Conjunction from more hands, whoſe 


Intentions were fruſtrated by the late ſeaſona- 
ble Victory. And may it pleaſe God ſtill to 
_ defeat the Enterprizes of our reſtleſs Enemies, 


and to make them, and all thoſe Inſtruments 


Which they intend for our Deſtruction, the 


means of our Preſervation. 


Il vould obſerve again, that Peace and Uni- 
on among our ſelves, is an undoubted Expedi- 


ent to diſappoint the notorious Enemies of our 


Security, and ſuch as can find in their Hearts 


to ſtand neuter in the glorious Cauſe we are 
now aſſerting. This is always a proper Me- 
thod for our Security: and our Enemies have 
been long appriz'd of it. Tis for this very 


Reaſon they have invented all poſſible means 


to divide us, and to play our fooliſh and un- 
happy Diviſions upon our ſelves. And ſhould 
not the many, many indeed ! dangerous Con- 
vulſions which have befallen this Nation, from 
this quarter, make us at laſt ſo wiſe, as to diſco- 
ver the Occaſion of our Common Danger, and 
fortifie us againſt it? If we cannot be of one 
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Opinion in ſome Matters of Civil Government; 


W. why ſhould we think nothing but a Civil 
Wa 


ra fit way to teſtify our Diſſent? Or if we 


cannot be ſo happy as to ſerve God with one 


Mind and one Mouth; and oh that we could 
arrive at that bleſſed. Condition in our publick 
Worſhip of God! yet why ſnould we be biting. 
and devouring one another, ſeeing that is the cer- 
tain way ta be conſumed one of another? Our Savi- 


our is the Prince of Peace, and his Religion i 18 


peaceable as well as pure. Chriſtians were once 
known by their % 4, merger TG, by the 
Gentleneſs of their Temper, the Ingenuity of 
their Spirits, aud forbeartng one another in Love. 
And never was there more Occaſion to re- aſſume 
that Primitive Diſpoſition than in our Days. 
They who do not ſincerely endeavour to pra- 
Aice this Duty, cannot be faithful Diſciples of 
our Great Lord and Maſter, nor cordial Friends 
to the Welfare of their Country. 1 

. Under this Head of Peace and Concord, Ican- 
not but beſpeak our united Zeal, and moſt ſted- 
dy Affection for our gracious Sovereign King 
GEORGE. It is now high time for us to be 
ſenſible, that this is our Intereſt as well as Duty. 
We all ſee that wicked Men, Sons of. Belial, are 
attempting to. dethrone him, that they may 
the more effectually bring perpetyal Deſolation 
upon us; which may well induce: us to do all 
We can 10 defend his Perſon and Government. 

His Majeſty's Title to the Crown, has been 


ſled and e by che Legillative Au- 


thority 
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thority of this Kingdom, over and over, be- 
fore it was ſet upon his Head. He was ther 
firſt Proteſtant of the Royal Family, at the 
Time of his Acceſſion. He governs his Peo- 
ple with a conſummate Wiſdom, agreeably' 
to the Laws of the Land. St. Paul's Character 
of a Covernor is literally exemplified - in- 
our King, he being the Inflrament:of Gad tu 
us for Good, and attends continually on this very 
Thing. And ſhall we not have this Man to 
reign over us? God forbid | Were we under 
no Obligations by ſacred Oaths, had we no Teſt 
to witneſs our renouncing any Rival with him; 
yet ſince all that can be dear to Men, and 
Chriſtians, depends, under God, upon his and 
his Royal Iſſue's reigning over us, it may well 
ae our Inclinations, and fix our Loy- 
alt7. ll 
_ -. Government was ſurely deſign'd by God 
for the Good of Mankind; and to ſuch as uſe 
their Authority for that End, the Apoltle urges 
Obedience and Submiſſion: And therefore they 
who reſiſt ſuch Power, have Reaſon to appre- 
hend the Danger of Damnation. God has not 
taught us by his holy Apoſtle to obey the worſt, 
and rebel againſt the beſt of Princes, as ſome do. 
Upon the whole, nothing is too much to do, 
nor any Thing too much to ſuffer for our King, 
and the Succeſſion of his Family among us. 
And from hence I cannot but obſerve, the un- 
accountable Behaviour of many Perſons, wha 
could be content to be Spectators at the beſt, 


when 
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when this wicked Rebellion was upon us in 


theſe Parts of the Kingdom. This is what 
I | ſhall leave to their retir'd Meditation; 


and eſpecially I muſt recommend it to their 
Thoughts, who have ſolemaly abjur'd the Pre- 


tender, and by that Oath ſtand oblig*d to op- 
poſe him and all his Adherents. But however 
it muſt be acknowledg'd, to the laſting Honour 


of ſome Perſons, that they took a contrary 
Courſe to what others did, and by their early 
Vigilance and Activity contributed to the ſpeedi- 


er Deliverance of their Country in the late Con- 


juncture. F387 #5: 7% 
In the cloſe of this Diſcourſe, I would add, 
the great Importance of Holineſs and Vertue, 
in order to our laſting Safety againſt all ſuch as 
have evil Will at our Sion, or ſtand equally poiz?d 


between the Means of ſaving or ſubverting 


our Religion and Laws. God has of late crowd- 
ed us with his great and manifold Bleſſings. 
The Wonders of Divine Providence have been 
diſplay'd in our Preſervation. And doubtleſs 


God has done theſe Things for us, to convince. 


us of his Mercy and Compaſſion, and to induce 


us to be, and God grant we may be, a more 


thankful and obedieat People than we have 


yet been. And would we but be perſwaded ro 
become ſuch a Nation and People, how ſtrong 
would then our Security be? and what little 


Reaſon ſhould. we have to fear them who at any 
Time ſhould rife up againſt us? |. 


= 
God 


3239 
all. 
„ 


. » Religion has a natural Tendency to the publick 


| 


— — 


| 


dance on his watchful Providence, attended 
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|. Gofddid never yet forſake a righteous Nation. 


Safey, as well as the Divine ' Promiſe to exalt 


that Kingdom which is guided by the Precepts 


E en 396 ct el 2 etl hon 
Vhen Judgments ſhould befal the People of 
| lfrael, it was foretold that they ſhould /ay in that 
+ Day, Are not all theſe Evils come upon us, becauſe 
our God is not among us? In like Manner, what- 
ever Dangers we have been ever in, whatever 
Calamities have at any Time overtaken us, muſt 
be aſcrib'd to our want of ſerving God, and ap- 
proving our ſelves to him. Alas ! It is Iniqui 
„ty which turns away God's Favour, and our Sins 
only can withhold good Things from us. 8 
Great Rea ſon then have we of this Place and 
Nation, to fear the Lord, and ſerve him with 
all our Hearts; not only from the Conſiderati- 
on of what he has already done for us, but that 

he may ſtill continue to be our Protector, and 
mighty Deliverer. ——— | 


With humble Confidence then in our good 
and gracious God, with a conſtant Depen- 


with the unfeigned Love and uniform Practice 
of our moſt holy Profeſſion, let us in our ſeve- 
ral Places and Callings, go, and promote the 
Proſperity of our Religion and Country, 
If we will heartily do this, then tho? our Ad- 
verſaries may for ſome time continue their open 


Hoſtilities againſt us, yet ſhall not they prevail. 


The 


The 1 of this Rebellion which ate oe 
un ingullh 0, {hall be but as the languid Puffe 
of::a dying Body; and afterwards Peace\ ſhall 
He upon our Ifre/, and that Peace by the Ble \fing 
1 God, ſhall be tranſmitted to all Poſterit 


Now the God of Peace, als 1 again bob 
the Dead boar Lord Jeſus Chriſt, through 
289 e Blood of the Everlaſting Covenant, make 
al of · us perfect in every good Work, to do his 
Mill, working in us that which is well Raf Fs 
24 bin "Og; „ TOE 8 8 Chriſt, _ 
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